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Request for Expression of Interest (EOI)

Engage with Startups through the EIT Food Accelerator Network
(EIT FAN) 2026

EIT Food invites Expressions of Interest (EOIs) from existing EIT Food partner organisations
interested in engaging with high-potential agrifood startups through the Technology
Validation Track of the EIT Food Accelerator Network (FAN) 2026.

We are seeking organisations that can support startups in validating and advancing their
technologies through access to facilities, expertise, testing environments, and applied
research capabilities.

We Are Looking For

e Research & Technology Organisations (RTOs)
e Universities and academic laboratories

e Testing and pilot facilities

e Applied research centres

How You Can Engage

Participating organisations may:

e Collaborate with startups on Technology Validation Projects

e Provide technical expertise, infrastructure, facilities, or testing environments

e Participate in thematic hub activities and matchmaking sessions

e Explore long-term research, innovation, and commercial partnerships with startups

Who Should Apply?

Organisations that:

e Are existing EIT Food partners

e Have expertise relevant to one or more FAN thematic hubs

e Can support technology validation, testing, piloting, or applied research activities
e Areinterested in working with early-stage agrifood and foodtech startups

e Are open to developing collaborations beyond the accelerator programme

What You Will Gain

e Early access to innovative agrifood and foodtech startups from across Europe
e Opportunities to apply your expertise in real-world validation projects

e Potential for long-term research and commercial collaborations

e Increased visibility within the EIT Food innovation ecosystem
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e Connections to a Europe-wide network of agrifood innovators

Selection Process

Participation in the Technology Validation Track will be shaped through ongoing interaction
between startups, thematic hubs, and interested partners.

Following the EOI phase, thematic hubs may organise reverse-pitching sessions where
partners can showcase their facilities, capabilities, and areas of expertise. Startups will then
be able to explore potential collaborations and identify the most suitable partners for their
validation needs.

Partners will be considered based on:

e Relevance of expertise to startup needs and thematic focus areas

e Alignment with proposed Technology Validation Projects

e Capacity to support validation activities through facilities, testing, or research
capabilities

e Mutual interest between the startup and partner organisation

This flexible approach ensures collaborations are demand-driven and tailored to the specific
needs of each startup.

Timeline

e EOI Launch: 16 June 2026

e Submission Deadline: 16 July 2026

e Matchmaking & Partner Engagement: Throughout FAN 2026 (September-November
2026)

e Technology Validation Pitch Events: End of programme (one per thematic hub)

How to Apply

Submit your Expression of Interest via: Expression of Interest RTOs and Testing Facilities -
EIT Food Partners - FAN 2026 — Fill in form

Questions?

Alexandra Kyvik
FAN Programme Manager
Alexandra.kyvik@eitfood.eu


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=4wnf4v8njU-XBod8JSZb3iNva0emAfJLkhIVmtwLiwJUQVhDTzVKS1JERjBSVjNPUVpUUVg0R1JESi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=4wnf4v8njU-XBod8JSZb3iNva0emAfJLkhIVmtwLiwJUQVhDTzVKS1JERjBSVjNPUVpUUVg0R1JESi4u
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About the EIT Food Accelerator Network (FAN)

The EIT Food Accelerator Network (FAN) is EIT Food's flagship multi-hub accelerator
programme supporting high-impact agrifood and foodtech startups across Europe. The
programme helps startups validate their technologies, strengthen commercial readiness,
and accelerate market adoption.

Following a competitive selection process, startups join one of six thematic accelerator
hubs:

FAN 2026 Thematic Hubs

Munich, Germany — Smart and Low-Carbon Supply Chains

Helsinki, Finland — Circular Solutions for Food Systems

Paris, France — Biotech Ingredients, Products and Processes

Warsaw, Poland — Future Resilient Agriculture

Catania, Italy — Water-Smart Agrifood Systems

Wageningen, Netherlands — Digital & Autonomous Farming Solutions

Over a 2—-3 month acceleration period between September and December 2026, startups
gain access to mentoring, industry expertise, business support, and EIT Food's innovation
network.

A core element of FAN is the Technology Validation Track, which helps startups advance
critical technical milestones by connecting them with leading research organisations,
facilities, and experts across Europe. Through this process, startups develop Technology
Validation Projects designed to demonstrate the readiness and potential of their solutions in
real-world conditions.

At the end of the programme, each thematic hub hosts a Technology Validation Pitch Event.
Startups present their validation plans to a jury of entrepreneurs, researchers, and industry
experts.

The top three startups from each hub (18 startups in total) will receive implementation

grants of:
e €50,000
e €30,000

e €20,000
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These grants can be used in 2027 to carry out their validation projects with research
organisations, universities, testing facilities, or other suitable partners.

FAN 2026 Theme Areas

Biotech Ingredients, Products and Processes
e Cell cultivation, precision fermentation, biomass fermentation, gas fermentation and
molecular farming
e Unsustainable crop replacers (e.g. cocoa, palm oil, coffee, sugar)
e Enabling technologies (bioreactors, Al, omics, etc.)
e Clean-label solutions

e Targeted nutrition

Circular Solutions for Food Systems
e By-product and waste-stream valorisation
e Upcycled food and feed ingredients
e Process and feedstock optimisation
e Circular and sustainable packaging

Digital & Autonomous Farming Solutions

e Al-driven precision farming
e Robotics, autonomous machinery and drones
e Farm data infrastructure and loT

Digital twins and simulation tools
Controlled-environment and livestock automation

Farm cybersecurity

Future Resilient Agriculture
e Soil health and regenerative agriculture
e Climate-resilient crops
e Bio-inputs and natural crop protection
e Carbon-, nitrogen- and nutrient-efficient farming

Biodiversity monitoring technologies
Water-Smart Agrifood Systems
e Precision irrigation and water management
e Soil-water retention and drought resilience
e Circular water use and recycling
e Water governance and risk modelling

e Water-efficient food processing
e \Wastewater valorisation
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Smart and Low-Carbon Supply Chains

e Crop processing and storage optimisation

e Tracking, tracing and predictive systems

e Food-loss reduction

e Measurement, reporting and verification (MRV)
e Resilient and decentralised food network
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