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Biotechnologies are the future…

March 20, 2024 
Today, the Commission has 
proposed a series of targeted 
actions to boost 
biotechnology and 
biomanufacturing in the EU. 
The Communication on 
Building the future with nature 
identifies the challenges and 
barriers and proposes to tackle 
them, in line with the 
Communication on the 
long-term competitiveness of 
the EU. 

Oct 3, 2023 
Today, the Commission adopted a
 Recommendation on critical technology areas 
for the EU's economic security . Out of the ten 
critical technology areas, it identifies four 
technology areas that are considered critical 
to the future : 
• Advanced Semiconductors technologies 
• Artificial Intelligence technologies
• Quantum technologies
• Biotechnologies (techniques of genetic 

modification, new genomic techniques, 
gene-drive, synthetic biology).

https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/commission-recommendation-03-october-2023-critical-technology-areas-eus-economic-security-further_en
https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/commission-recommendation-03-october-2023-critical-technology-areas-eus-economic-security-further_en


Biotechnologies are the future…

of Europeof Food of EIT Food
In October 2023, EC listed biotechnologies 

in the top 4 most critical of its future 
technologies

Biotech will positively impact up to 
40% of all food products by 2030

In October 2023, the EIT FOOD Protein 
Diversification Think Tank published its policy 

paper confirming the key role of biotech



Biotechnologies are natively circular, thus inherently sustainable,
more sustainable than most existing food process
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Biotechnologies are the solutions that transform biomass, byproducts and residues 
into valuable components - food & feed, materials & products, biofuel & biogaz -

through fermentation or biochemical transformation 



Biotechnologies are the new frontier of food innovation, 
with a very large panel of promising solutions, 

some of them already on the market
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Biotechnologies are the most dynamic emerging market 
and food biotech shall generate at least $7,5Tn of business by 2030
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Food biotechnologies will become a geostrategic matter, 
as they will serve to reduce a projected protein gap

and ensure the resilience of our food system

McKinsey, Roland Berger, 
BCG, At Kearney

2020-2022



BCG & Blue Horizon
2022

Food biotech is a new & burning topic of investment
and Europe is already lagging behind

EU
share
< 10%



Every continent is rushing to set the foundation of 
a local competitive food biotech environment

USA Singapore China
Since 2020, Singapore is pioneering 

and deployed 250M$ in its FoodStory 
R&D program

end 2022, J. Biden issued a 
cohesive programmatic 

investment plan with $3+B

in May 2022, China unveiled its first 
Bioeconomy’ 5-Year Plan, ambitioning 
the sector to reach $3,3Tn by end 2025



World-leading R&D: We will target public 
investment towards world-class R&D on the critical 
challenges and foundational research that will 
enable innovation breakthroughs and the creation 
of new products. We will invest £2 billion over 
the next 10 years in engineering biology.

The Netherlands & the UK are actively developing their own plans

NL UK
In April 2022, the Dutch National 

Growth Fund decided an allocation 
up to 450M€ to local food biotech 

In Dec 2023, the UK Government 
announced a 10-y. food biotech 
investment plan with £2B

In April 2023, UKRI created the 
national center of cellular 

agriculture at Uni Bath



Europe has a long term and efficient plan to invest in biotechnologies

2014-2020

142 
projects

1,055 
beneficiaries

€822 million 
BBI JU funding

39 
countries

65.2% 
18% 

11.5% 

5.3% 

Private companies

Research organizations Other

Higher education establishments

2021-2027



Europe has a long term and efficient plan to invest in biotechnologies,
but food (as an outcome) is out of scope 



Food biotech ecosystems are emerging everywhere
but neither Europe, nor EIT Food are really prepared 

Industrial Biotechnology 
Innovation Centre



Geography Europe UK NL Israel USA Singapore APAC Japan

Ecosystem ++ +++ ++ ++ +++ +++ ++ ++

Education + +++ ++ +++ +++ + + +

Knowledge / R&I ++ +++ +++ +++ +++ +++ + +

Consumers ++ ++ +++ ++ ++ +++ ++

Facilities +++ +++ ++ ++ +++ +++ ++ +

Support + ++ + +++ ++ +++ +++ +++

Funding € 2B £ 2B up to 450M€ 120M€ to date $ 2+1B 250M€ to date 25M€ to date

Scope all biotechs 
but food

food biotech Cell Ag food biotech all biotechs
incl. food

food biotech food biotech Cell Ag

No region or country has all the solutions to date

We analysed all existing initiatives to inform our powerful approach



Let’s make Europe a 
food biotech leader 

with EIT Food

EDUCATION
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7. ECOSYSTEM 
BUILDING

1. EDUCATION

2.  POLICY 

3. FACILITIES 4. CONSUMERS5. ENTREPRENEURSHIP 6. FUNDING 2. KNOWLEDGE 

We want to make Europe a food biotech leader
with EIT Food

the 
facilitated 

environment 
to accelerate 
food biotech

the 
structured 

coordinating 
ecosystem to 

scale food 
biotech

the foundational 
approaches to support 

food biotech

Europe Food BioFutures



building on our first 
success, we help 

rejuvenate EIT Food and 
get more resources in 

the long term 

2024 2025 20272026

we confirm 
the 

opportunity, 
consolidate 

the recos
& 

build the 
plan

we start 
deploying the 
first recos and 
coordinating 

bodies

we initiate 
some 

adequate 
lobbying and 

start 
mobilizing 

stakeholders 

we 
strengthen 

EIT Food 
initiatives & 

programs

we submit to 
some 

Horizon calls 
& Cascade 

funding

we initiate 
the creation 

of an EU 
Food Biotech 
Consortium

we are elected 
to run a newly 
approved Joint 
Undertaking for 

Food Biotech

we succeed to have 
helped create x food 

biotech living labs in EU

New food biotech 
education programs are 
deployed all around EU

New FP10 Horizon 
programs address food 

biotech projects

Europe Food BioFutures

We build the roadmap to make Europe a food biotech leader
with EIT Food



ORF Genetics Iceland
Nuritas Ireland

Bright Biotech United Kingdom
Cellular Agriculture United Kingdom

ENOUGH United Kingdom
ExtraCellular United Kingdom

Ivy Farm United Kingdom
Moolec Science United Kingdom

Multus Media United Kingdom
Tropic Biosciences United Kingdom

Uncommon United Kingdom

PFX Biotech Portugal
Biotech Foods Spain

Cubiq Foods Spain
Libre foods Spain
NovaMeat Spain

Onego Bio Finland
Probitat Finland

Solar Foods Finland
CELLUGY Denmark

Chromologics Denmark
Kaffe Bueno Denmark

Mycorena Sweden

Gelatex Estonia
Napiferyn Poland

Mewery Czech Republic

Bluu Seafood Germany
Bosque Foods Germany

Colipi Germany
Esencia Foods Germany

Formo Germany
Kynda Germany

MicroHarvest Germany
Mushlabs Germany

ProjectEaden Germany
Cultivated Biosciences Switzerland
Embion Technologies Switzerland

MIRAI Foods Switzerland

EV Biotech Netherlands
FUMI Ingredients Netherlands

In Ovo Netherlands
Meatable Netherlands

Mosa Meat Netherlands
Proti-farm Netherlands

The Protein Brewery Netherlands
Aphea.Bio Belgium

Peace Of Meat Belgium

Abolis France

Afyren France

Aviwell France

Bon Vivant France

Core Biogenesis France

Darween France

Fermentalg France

Gourmey France

Green Spot Technologies France

Kyanos Biotechnologies France

Micropep Technologies France

NextProtein France

Numi France

Nutropy France

Protera France

Stansding Ovation France

Toopi France

Vital Meat France

Yeasty France

We want to gather together and support
the future EU Food Biotech Champions

Europe Food BioFutures



We want to create 
The EU Food Biotech Consortium

startups

organizations

facilities

corporates

investors

1. EDUCATION 3. FACILITIES 4. CONSUMERS5. ENTREPRENEURSHIP 6. FUNDING 2. KNOWLEDGE 

Europe Food BioFutures



  academia    - research centers   -  accelerators  -    Horizon projects

Europe Food BioFutures
Building the most powerful consortium of leading actors 

to make Europe a food biotech leader
with EIT Food

 organisations  -   startups   - facilities  -  corporations  -   investment funds

 Do you want to learn more or to join us ?
lorena.savani@eitfood.eu
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